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KRRC NEWSLETTER

It was a week and a half before Julebyen and what to our 
wondering eye should appear but a shortage of power for a 
food vender, oh dear! After calling CLP and finding power 
was available and a call to Doug Homala, owner of NorEast 
Electric, help was on the way. An emergency power drop to 
a pole by the Rec Center was the fix.  Doug was extremely 
busy but said he would order supplies and install it in time 
for Julebyen.  Not only did Doug complete the installation 
but generously donated his time to make it happen. This 
happens time after time with people generously giving of 
time and talents to make Julebyen a reality. Thank you to 
everyone for making this another successful event for 
children and families from near and far!

Thanks to John 
Marxhausen for 

building another 
trailhead station with 

native tamarack 
sourced from local 
sawmill. Nice work 

John! Also, kudos to all 
the volunteers who 

work on the 
community hiking trail. 

The Winter Huldrefolk Story Trail is open! 

This is a free, family friendly, 1/2 mile long circular trail 
beginning at the East Shilhon Road trailhead parking lot. 
Self-guided storyboard stops, forma@ed by Carolyn Rock, tell 
the whimsical and heartwarming story. “Two Boys Who 
Outwi@ed a Lake Troll”, wri@en by Norwegian storyteller Lise-
Lunge Larsen lets you follow along with two herring 
fishermen, Gunny and Tor, and join their adventures with the 
Huldrefolk-Hiddenfolk- of Knife River. 
Trail Walkers may parPcipate in acPviPes as they meander 
along the trail while reading the story. The story teaches 
about herring neQng and encourages values of generosity, 
courage and gratefulness.  
Dress warmly, step carefully and keep your eyes open for 
Huldrefolk. Who Knows? You may even see a Troll. Eeeeek! 

A big thank you to the group who brought this project together! The 
Huldrefolk Trail is sponsored by the KRRC.  Memberships to the Knife River 
RecreaPon Center are appreciated!
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Happy 2023!

We just got back from checking out the Huldrefolk Trail which was particularly magical with it's clean 
dusting of snow. I couldn't help but think how lucky we are that so many people of so many creative and 
mechanical talents come together to put that trail together for us to enjoy. Reading the Fish Notes was 
particularly uplifting. It was clear people were of good cheer at the end of their experience on the trail.  
I overheard similar sentiments as I eavesdropped at Julebyen. While there is certainly fundraising value 
in Julebyen, I think the greater value is the warm hearted experience we provide to our extended 
community.  
I knew there must be a song that captured this concept and sure enough it's on Ella Fitzgerald's 
Christmas Album. 

Brighten the Corner Where You Are

Do not wait until some deed of greatness you 
may do
Do not wait to shed your light afar
To the many duties ever near you now be true
Brighten the corner where you are

Brighten the corner where you are
Brighten the corner where you are
Someone far from harbor you may guide 
across the bar
Brighten the corner where you are

The rest of the song is good too, check it out 
on you.tube.

Steve and Carol Carlson found an old clipping 
from January 18,1957 announcing the opening 
of the rec shack and rink.  Mrs. Merriam, the 
PTA president made the statement, "What we 
are doing here is more significant than most 
people will realize. It's an example of what 
small communities can do for themselves.  
And above all our youngsters will be safe as 
they won't be tempted to go skating on the 
lake."  
I would think that the people who established 
the rec shack and rink, and this community 
would be proud of their legacy and the work 
that so many, new and old, continue to do 
here.  

Have a wonderful 2023!  
-Anne Skadberg

Contest!  1st to name (most of) the kids from the 
pic above will win a sweet treat! Email your entry 
to: damyanovich@hotmail.com   subject:1957 

Photo will be available on website: knife river.org
Rink is flooded! 

Skates are available 
for use in the open 

warming shack

mailto:damyanovich@hotmail.com
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Pole Barn 

KRRC is contemplating 
building an aesthetic pole 

barn on the rec field to use as 
a replacement tent during 

Julebyen and other 
community events throughout 
the year. This building would 

be built on a solid base. No 
water & raised up electricity. 

Ideas for use include: 
inclement weather picnic 
shelter, pickle ball, winter 

children’s games & a farmer’s 
market venue. 

We are looking for ideas that 
would interest you! 

Please email ideas ASAP to: 
askadberg@gmail.com   

Subject: pole barn

Farmers Market 

There is interest in holding a 
Saturday summer morning 
farmers market on the rec 
field. Details to come with 

warmer weather!

Annual Membership 
Drive 

KRRC’s regular sources of 
funding include Membership, 

Lake County Rec money, & 
Julebyen. Membership money 
is an important source to fund 

our community’s picnics, 
programs, children’s 

equipment, and materials to 
improve & maintain our beach 

and trail. Membership also 
provides a reduced rental rate 

of the KRRC building and 
grounds. KRRC would like to 
thank everyone for their past 
and future support! Together 

we make a difference!

Julebyen 2022 –  A Success Story 

The saying goes, “It Takes a Village.”  Well, the village of Knife River 
and surrounding area volunteers baked, sold, cra]ed, performed, 
and demonstrated for in excess of 5,000 a@endees .  Once again, 
Lovin Lakes County supported the efforts by issuing a $15,000 grant 
to help defray expenses.  The result:  over $32,000 to help fund many 
of the Knife River RecreaPon Council acPviPes throughout the year.   
As you have probably heard,  Julebyen is a unique opportunity for 
folks to celebrate an outdoor Scandinavian-themed Christmas 
fesPval, which has become a holiday tradiPon for many families.  The 
Julebyen Express Train brought fesPval goers from Duluth to a@end 
the fesPviPes and to take a ride on the very popular “Troll Train to 
Troll Canyon.”   

As in previous years, Julebyen featured a bakeri serving lefse and 
krumkaka, arPsan cra]s sold from colorful huts in the marketplace, a 
children’s cra] workshop, and outdoor games.  A variety of food 
opPons were available at the village as well as the Heritage Center.  
Scandinavian music and dance, a flag parade and the popular puppet 
show were just a few of the entertainment opportuniPes ongoing 
throughout the day. 
Plans for the 10 year anniversary in 2023 are underway.  As such, we 
will be looking for volunteers to help out with planning, baking, 
cra]ing, grounds maintenance etc.  If you would like to lend your 
talents to this popular Scandinavian event, contact Helene Hedlund, 
hhedlund.dl@gmail.com to volunteer. 

See you in 2023!! 
Photo credit: Marilyn Magnuson.   
“the Viking Lady”, David Schauer, 
Steve Betzler & Chris Skadberg

mailto:askadberg@gmail.com
mailto:hhedlund.dl@gmail.com
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2023 MEMBERSHIP FORM

Member(s) Name: _______________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________

Phone Number(s): _______________________________________________________________

E-Mail Address: _________________________________________________________________

Membership: Family @ $25/yr.   ______ Individual @ $15/yr. ______ Additional Donation $__________

Make checks payable to: KRRC

 If you’d prefer to use a credit or debit card, please complete the following: 

Card Type:      Mastercard             Visa               American Express 

Card Number: __________________________________________________________________

Security Code: _________________________ Expiration Date: ______________________

Billing Address (if different than listed above): ____________________________________________

Signature Authorizing Payment: _____________________________________________________

Mail completed form to: KRRC, PO Box 266, Knife River, MN  55609

KRRC

PO Box 266

Knife River, MN 55609


